
STATEMENT ON BEHALF OF THE AFRICAN GROUP BY MR. KATLEGO
MMALANE, FIRST SECRETARY, AT THE PERMANENT MISSION OF THE
REPUBLIC OF BOTSWANA TO THE UNITED NATIONS, ON AGENDA ITEM
147: FINANCING OF THE INTERNATIONAL RESIDUAL MECHANISM FOR
CRIMINAL TRIBUNALS, PROGRESS TOWARDS THE CONSTRUCTION OF

THE NEW FACILITIES IN ARUSHA AT THE FIRST RESUMED PART OF THE
SEVENTY-FOURTH SESSION OF THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL

ASSEMBLY, FIFTH COMMITTE
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Mr. Chairman,

1.1 have the honour to speak on behalf of the African Group on
agenda item 147: Financing of the International Residual
Mechanism for Criminal Tribunals, on the progress towards the
construction of the new facilities in Arusha, Tanzania.

2.The Group would like to thank Mr. Olufemi Elias, Assistant
Secretary-General, and the Registrar of the International Residual
Mechanism for Criminal Tribunals as well as Mr. Abdallah Bachar
Bong, Chair of the Advisory Committee for introducing their
respective reports on this important agenda item. It is always a
pleasure for the African Group to interact with both the Registrar
and the ACABQ Chair on this pertinent subject matter.

3. Let me from the onset note that the African Groupalignsitself with
the statement just delivered by the distinguished representative of
the Cooperative Republic of Guyana to the United Nations on behalf
of the Group of 77 and China.

4. The African Group also appreciates the continued support of the
Government and people of the United Republic of Tanzania to the
work of the Mechanism and theproject in particular.



Mr. Chairman,

5. The Group has taken note of the Secretary General’s Progress

report which has been submitted in response to the directive of the

General Assembly contained in its resolution 73/288.

. We note of the progress made to-date as well as challenges

encountered since the issuance of the previous report. The Group

notes that, all the components of the facilities have been finalized

and occupied with exception of the correction of heating, ventilation

and air conditioning (HVAC) system which does not meet air and

humidity quality and standards for the Archive.

. The Group notes that, the Mechanisms effort to cooperate with

Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) has resulted on the

identification of the Contractor to fix the HVAC system after

unsuccessful negotiation with the main Contractor. The African

Group would like to encourage continuation of the existing

partnership between the ECA and the Mechanism in this regard.

The African Group also welcome the documentation of the lessons

learnt and best practices and wetrust that it will form a key part in

improving the governance of the Organization’s capital projects

globally.

Mr. Chairman,

8. The Group has taken note of the information related to the

recovering of the direct and indirect cost arising from errors and

delay by the Contractor in the amount of US$ 230,000. The Group

has also taken note that the Contractor has contested the intention

of the Organization to withhold and deduct the said amount from

final payments. The Group will like to emphasize the need for the

Secretary General to make every effort to ensure that this matter is

brought into swift conclusion to avoid exposing the United Nations

into unnecessary risks.

. The Group is also surprised at the fact that, the report of the

Secretary General does not present sufficient information with



regard to the analysis on the actual cost to be recovered from the
Architect who is the main source for the delay due to the design
error in the HVAC system. As per our comment a year ago and in
line with views expressed by the Advisory Committee, the African
Group will be interested to learn arrangements in place to hold the
Architect accountable in meeting the associated cost for the error in
the design, project delays and correction of the HVAC system.

Mr. Chairman,

10. Turning to the costs and revised timeframe to complete the
project, the African Group is of the view that projected timeframe
remain unrealistic taking into account that overall cost to correct
the HVAC system is still unknown and that negotiation onthe
matter are yet to be concluded. The Group will be interested to
learn of the revised timeframe and updates on the cost parameters
for the corrective work during our informal consultations.

11. With regard to the status of the current report, the African
Group concurs with the views expressed by the Advisory Committee
on the need to resubmit the final report due to the fact that a
numberof issues in particular the correction of HVAC system and
the settlements and closure of accounts which are a major part of
the project implementation remain unresolved. The Group trusts
that the Secretary General will intensify his effort to ensure thatall
pending matters are addressed as a matter of urgency and within
the approved overall resources.

12. In conclusion, Mr. Chair. The African Group would like to assure
you of our continued commitment and readiness in participating
constructively with all delegations on this agenda item with the
view of reaching a positive outcome.

I thank you.

KREKRERERERERERES




